SHARKS)!
ATTACKED.

Over 80% of pelagic oceanic shark species are threatened or near

threatened with extinction'. These are the species that are targeted by the

shark’s fin trade?.

Demand for shark's fin soup is
driving the destruction of shark
populations throughout the world.
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years old

Sharks have existed since before the dinosaurs and
have survived five mass extinction events. Once kings
of natural selection, sharks are now facing extinction
from our demand for their fins.

Historically a Chinese delicacy reserved for the
Emperor and his guests, consumption has increased
in parallel with the growing prosperity in China and
other Asian communities, and has become a
must-have at many weddings, business dinners and
upscale banquets. That adds up to a lot of shark's fin
soup and a lot of sharks being killed for it.
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Contrary to myth, shark fins have negligible
nutritional value and in fact have been found to have
alarming concentrations of BMAA, a neurotoxin linked
to increased risk of Alzheimer's and other
degenerative brain diseases. 79% of shark fins tested
in a recent study contained high levels of this
dangerous toxin®.
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Countries engaged in the
shark's fin industry?'.
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Sharks need local and
international legal protections.
Our communities can help end
demand by saying I'm FINished
with FINS!
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www.sharksavers.org
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It is not the fishermen who earn the
large profits, but the middle men
and the retailers who make the
"killing".

Fins are often sliced off of sharks
while they are alive and then they
are tossed back into the ocean to
drown.
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Apex predators help maintain
important ecological balance.
Sharks help keep other fish
populations in check, ensuring that
prey populations do not grow
uncontrollably™.
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number of sharks
killed each year for their
fins2.
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decrease in some shark
populations over last 50 years®*.

Where sharks are eliminated, the
marine ecosystem is often altered
and compromised’

Longlines used in shark fishing
operations are the most significant
cause of declining shark populations
worldwide®.

US$1.9M

Value of a live shark as
. an ecotourism
‘attraction in Palau'.
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Biggest fishers: Indonesia, India, Spain, Taiwan,
Argentina, Mexico, Pakistan, United States,
Japan, and Malaysia®.




